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WRITE AWAY
Rockford Writers’ Guild | Since 1947
A Year of Sensational Writing
April Meeting: We are meeting from 1-3 p.m. at
Severson Dells Nature Center on Sunday, April
28, 2019. This is the Sunday after Easter and we
are celebrating National Poetry Month. Per James,
bring a poem that uses a metaphor to express a
sense and we will discuss it. Per Connie, recite a
poem and be eligible for a cash prize. Also: we
will break into groups for this meetings. Those
who want to write on the porch will have their
own writing prompt. Those who want to go into
the woods and write will have a separate prompt.
We will share our work on the porch and
announce winners at the end. We also will hold
nominations for board officers and directors.
There are many interesting opportunities for
volunteers. See your Constitution for details.
Board Openings: We need a new president and
web director! Nominations are in April and
elections are in May. The Guild is in great shape
and volunteering for these positions leads the way
to many exciting professional outcomes.
Looking Ahead: The July meeting is our “ungala” wherein we low-key celebrate the Rockford
Writers’ Guild. We will distribute the summer-fall
“members only” edition of The Rockford Review,
feature an open mic, host an author’s row, and
have a writing contest. Last year, Guild members
recorded a podcast of the event and you can hear
it here. We’ll hold a writing contest, swear in new
board members, and feast on cake, fruits, and
veggies.

May 19, June 16, & July 21 Meetings:
Back at Burpee in Riverview from 1-3 p.m.
Deadlines: April 15 for Members Only
and the “I Can’t Take It” Prose Contest.
See back page of The Rockford Review for
rules.
Order copies of The
Rockford Review for $12
from our website or by
sending a check to:
RWG
PO Box 858
Rockford, IL 61105
Winners Announced
Thank you to the poets who entered the
Winter “Snow Day” Poetry Contest. We
had 33 entries and selected five $20
winners. Poems will be published in the
The Rockford Review and winners may
share their poems at the April meeting.
Ann Wienen Edmonds of Dixon, IL for
“Hawk.” Intense, primal encounter with an
animal spirit on a snowy Sunday morning.
Cindy Guentherman of Loves Park, IL for
“Remembering Snow Days.” Aching,
nostalgic, sentient. You can almost smell
the red rubber boots drying by the vent.
Dan Kenney of DeKalb, IL for “Winter
Garden Dreams.” A “snow night” poem
about one person’s American Dream.
Bonnie Manion of Hoopeston, IL for
“Chemo Snow Day.” Deeply personal
account of a physical and metaphorical
snow day.
Bruce Muench of Roscoe, IL for, “Where
Do Canoes Go in the Winter?” An amusing
snow day in the life of “an aluminum steed
that swims like an otter.”
Congratulations, winners! Your checks are
in the mail. Hope to hear you in April!
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Notes from March 17, 2019 Meeting
Attendance: Susan Brazas Goldberg, Dan Goldberg, Cindy Guentherman, Angelo
Kuntz, Connie Kuntz, Fern Kuntz, Jocelyn Kuntz, Jesse Kuntz, Tom Lee, Alex
Marshall, Emily Marshall, James Marshall, Katie Marshall, Lori Marshall, Randall
Stowell, Tom Walsh, Correnna Last Name Unknown
Welcome new member Randall Stowell. Introduce Dan Goldberg.
Connie reminded group, “We need a new president and web director.” See
Constitution. Nominations in April. We need a president for the Guild to stay open.
The Guild is in good shape, but needs a new president and website director to move it
forward. Without a president, the Guild will have to close.
Treasury a healthy $23,500. Normal this time of year. About to dip to pay editor’s
stipend and contest winners from Winter and Spring contests.
Reminder of April 15 deadline for Members Only edition of The Rockford Review and
Spring “I Can’t Take It” Prose Contest. Rules and guidelines on last page of The
Rockford Review and online on Facebook Page and Guild Blog. Winners for Winter
“Snow Day” Poetry Contest announced in April newsletter.
Connie turns meeting over to James. James invited members to share “missing sense”
writing and led a discussion around their work. Instructed group to bring poetry in
which the author is using senses as a metaphor for exploring emotions. He said, “How
do you describe grief, happiness, love…something you feel….in words?” He
instructed the group to, “Create a sense metaphor.” He used Cristina Rosetti’s poem,
“A Birthday” as an example.
James held a cash writing contest. Adult winners Susan and Jesse. Youth winners:
Angelo and Katie. Each won $5, and Jesse and Angelo donated their winnings back to
the Guild.
Lori was out of town so these notes are brought to you by Connie.
From Membership Director Tom Walsh
If you are local but don’t regularly come to our monthly meetings, please consider trying to
come to at least one this year. It’s never too late to make a New Year’s resolution. Sure; it
won’t be the most fun you’ve ever had with your clothes on. But odds are you’ll enjoy it.
We are a friendly lot and - who knows - you might even win a writing contest and go home
with a few more bucks than you arrived with. (Ending with a preposition? See - we really
are wild…)
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GOOD NEWS about GUILD WRITERS
To have your literary good news published here and on our Facebook page, email
editor@rockfordwritersguild.org every month.
One of Mike Bayles’ poems won an honorable mention in a contest sponsored by Star Poets
Magazine. The Avocet is publishing one of his poems in its spring issue.
Charlotte Digregorio of Winnetka, IL had her haiku featured in "a hole in the light"
anthology, along with a great review of her book, Haiku and Senryu: A Simple Guide for All.
She also did the English translation of the Italian haiku collection, Hatsuyume, by Maria Laura
Valente. She translated one hundred haiku. Digregorio also published a feature article in The
Daily Herald of Arlington Heights, IL.
This month Kelly Epperson speaks on intuitive writing at the “Dare To Be Aware Fair” at
Alverno College in Milwaukee and at the Applied And Therapeutic Humor (AATH) annual
conference.
Dixon Hearne writes, “I would like to share with fellow RWG members that I have new
poems forthcoming in Deep South Magazine, Arkansas Review, UCity Review, Mojave Heart
Review, and Mused Literary Review.” He also encourages fellow RWG members to submit to
his new online literary journal: deltapoetryreview.com.
This June, Connie Kuntz will host the literary series The State of Writing on NPR’s 89.5
WNIJ. She interviews writers in the locations they say put them in a state of writing. Her first
writer is Chicago playwright Douglas Post.
Jennifer Lagier has work appearing in Fire and Rain: Ecopoetry of California, From
Everywhere a Little: A Migration Anthology, Nature Writing and Winedrunk Sidewalk. Her
newest book, Trumped Up Election, will be published by Xi Draconis Books on April 15.
Rhonda Parsons has a poem published in Fine Lines.
NEW MEMBERS for 2019: Please welcome Jason Cant of Silvis, IL; Karen DeFranco of
Twinsburg, OH; Travis Morgan of Roscoe, IL; Randal Stowell of Rockford.
Elisa Kay Jones, 68, of Rockford, passed away in March. Lisa was a longtime member of the
Guild and daughter of Guild veteran Doris Kampfe. She participated in Guild videos, photo
shoots, writing contests, & fellowship. The Guild extends condolences to Doris and Lisa’s family.
Please keep Guild member Maureen Baldwin of Bradenton, FL in your thoughts and prayers.
Her husband Douglas passed away last month.
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