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Lots of News! 

November 17 Meeting: James Marshall has out-
lined a schedule for RWG meetings titled “A Year 
of Re-Creation.” For the November meeting, 
bring an example of a sequel to a story (prose or 
poem) in which the sequel is written by a differ-
ent author than the original story. We will discuss 
our work and have a writing contest. In Decem-
ber, we will be writing sequels ourselves. 

 

State Poetry Contests: Rules for the National 
Federation of State Poetry Societies annual con-
tests are posted at nfsps.com. In addition to con-
tests for adults, there are contests for students in 
grades 9-12, 6-8, and 3-5. There is no entry fee 
for the student contests. Some national contests 
are limited to members of a state society, which is 
a member of the Federation. Deadline for all con-
tests is March 15.                                                                               

Visit Our Refurbished Website: Take a look at 
what’s new at www.rockfordwritersguild.org. We 
can submit poems, fiction, and creative nonfiction 
on our website now. See Submissions. Kits Media 
did an excellent job creating our new look, while 
keeping our logo and traditions.

November 17, December 15 Meetings: 
Burpee Museum of Natural History down-
stairs in the Riverview Room from 1-3 p.m. 

We were inundated with submissions for 
the Winter-Spring issue!

Extra Copies of TRR? 
Members who would like extra copies of 
the Winter-Spring 2020 The Rockford Re-
view, please contact me. We need to know 
now, before we order the books. Remember, 
members each receive one copy and family 
members receive two, unless published in 
the edition (then you’ll receive two or more 
copies). sally@rockfordwritersguild.org  

Pushcart Prize Nominees 
We’ve nominated works from six writers 
for the Pushcart Prize, which will be an-
nounced in 2020. For more information, see 
www.pushcartprize.com. 

These stories and poems were selected from 
both 2019 editions of The Rockford Review. 

Ryan Dowling for “Not Your Average Cup 
of Coffee” in “Unembellished” 

Hana Ferguson for “A Question” in “Un-
embellished” 

Susan Brazas Goldberg for "Unheard" in 
"Goodbye, Hello” 

Jocelyn Kuntz for “Ballet Sounds Like …” 
in “Unembellished” 

Robert Joe Stout for “The Right to 
Choose” in “Unembellished” 

Larry Wahler for “To Embellish … Or 
Not!” in “Unembellished” 

Congratulations to all nominees!

http://nfsps.com/
http://www.rockfordwritersguild.org
http://nfsps.com/
http://www.rockfordwritersguild.org
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GOOD NEWS about GUILD WRITERS 

To have your literary good news published here and on our Facebook page every month, email    
sally@rockfordwritersguild.org. 

Marie Asner won two "First Honorable Mentions" in the 2019 Summer Poetry Contest by the Missouri 
State Poetry Society. Asner won in the "Members Only" category and the "Free Verse" category for poems 
"The Little House" and "Illiterate."   

On January 28, 2020, Mike Bayles will be a guest speaker for the Eastern Avenue Branch of the Davenport 
Public Library (Iowa). The topic will be, The Family of an Alzheimer's Patient, in support of his book, 
“Breakfast at the Good Hope Home.” Voices on the Wind accepted one of Mike Bayles' poems for its blog. 
Starting on November 1, it can be viewed at http://www.voicesonthewind.net/. The Weekly Avocet included 
one of his poems for its online journal. Writers on the Avenue accepted three of his poems and an article he 
wrote for its 30th Anniversary Issue. 

Olivia Diamond, Whitefish, MT, was interviewed by CUTV News Talk Radio on September 5 for their 
Empowered Women Series. Jim Mathews interviewed Olivia for 30 minutes to talk about her writing. The 
interview is archived on their website — https://www.blogtalkradio.com/cutvnewsradio/2019/09/05/cutv-
news-radio-spotlights-author-olivia-diamond-of-mountain-of-dreams — so the interview can be listened to 
at any time.  

Charlotte Digregorio of Winnetka, IL had her haiga (Illustrated haiku) showcased in Ireland in October at 
the Westport Music and Arts Festival in County Mayo. In other news, thanks to RWG Member Wilda Mor-
ris’ efforts -- in conjunction with the Illinois State Poetry Society -- Charlotte's poem "Excursion" was fea-
tured in October, among other poems, at Burning Bush Gallery in Wheaton, IL. Her poem was written about 
and accompanied a piece of art displayed at the gallery. Charlotte is also exhibiting her haiga  (illustrated 
haiku) through Dec. 31 at Glenview Park District in Glenview, IL. 

Dixon Hearne, Sterlington, LA, writes, “I would like to share with fellow RWG members that I have new 
poems forthcoming in Deep South Magazine, Arkansas Review, UCity Review, Mojave Heart Review, and 
Mused Literary Review.” He also encourages fellow RWG members to submit to his new online literary 
journal: deltapoetryreview.com. 

The poem by Wilda Morris which won the National Federation of State Poetry Societies' Founder's Award 
for 2019, has been posted at illinoispoets.org. You can find it by clicking on Wilda's name. 

Al Youmans’ new book “Some Thoughtful Means for Meaning” is available through amazon.com/books. 
His brief description: Each of us has the choice to follow the path of rational understanding. This anthology 
of excerpts, essays, and short stories are examples to support and encourage this individual rational path. 
The emotion of feeling balanced by the emergence of thought. Some thoughtful means for meaning …

New Members for 2019: Please welcome Jason Cant of Silvis, IL; Karen Danielson of Sudbury, 
Ontario; John Day of Stockton, IL; Karen DeFranco of Twinsburg, OH; Karen LeBouton, UW 
Library, Madison, WI; Travis Morgan of Roscoe, IL; Amy McFarland of South Beloit, IL; Randal 
Stowell of Rockford; and Becky Wyant of Rockford. 

And, thanks to those of you who have renewed and continue to support RWG!
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Notes from October 20, 2019 Meeting 

Meeting started at 1:10 p.m. at Burpee Museum of Natural History. 

Attendees: Katie Marshall, Emily Marshall, Alex Marshall, Alan Jimenez, Lori Marshall, Tom Lee, 
Jim Swierzynski, Terry Murphy, and Cindy Guentherman.  

Introduction of the board that was present (Cindy, Lori). 
Introduction of other attendees. 
Read “Smooth as Ice” poetry contest winning submissions (Jim, Emily, and Cindy). 

New year for the Writers’ Guild and the theme for the year is Re-Creation. Things change in the 
retelling of a story. The eventual goal will be for us to take our own work and re-create it or rewrite it. 

Writers shared works they had written that retold a (famous) story.  
• Alan: retelling of Jack and the Beanstalk 
• Katie, Emily, and Alex: each did a retelling of Little Red Riding Hood (this was not planned 

ahead of time!) 
• Jim: retelling of the biblical story of the Garden of Gethsemane (published as “The Judas 

Kiss” in The Rockford Review a few years ago) 
• Cindy: retelling of the biblical story of the Loaves and Fishes 
• Tom: retelling of Romeo and Juliet 

Writing Contest:  
Theme: You’re on a train. Under your seat, you find a journal written in a language you don’t 
know. What happens next? 
Winners: Terry Murphy and Katie Marshall 

Next Meeting: 1-3 p.m., Sunday, November 17, 2019, at the Burpee Museum of Natural History 
Assignment: Bring someone else’s example of a sequel to a famous story. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Lori Marshall    

   

                                       



Volume 72, Issue Thirteen                                                                                                                       November 2019                                                                                                          

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE

Join the Rockford Writers’ Guild! (Or Renew) 
Membership Levels:

Adult $35 (1-yr) $65 (2-yr) $95 (3-yr)

Family or Couple:  $50 (1-yr) $90 (2-yr) $$130 (3-yr)

Youth/Student $15 (1-yr)

Library $25 (1-yr)

Name:______________________________________________________

Address:____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Email:______________________________________________________

Phone:_____________________________________________________

Your membership with RWG is active until: 
___________________________________________________________

Complete form and send check or money order to Rockford Writers’ Guild - PO Box 858 - 
Rockford, IL - 61105.  Join/Renew online at www.rockfordwritersguild.org.

Rockford Writers’ 
Guild Board of Direc-

tors

Sally Hewitt  President & 
Editor

Cindy Guentherman  
Treasurer, Social Media 
Editor

James Marshall Vice 
President                            

Lori Marshall Recording 
Secretary             

Tom Walsh Incoming 
Membership Director

Hana Ferguson Social 
Media Director

Outgoing Board Mem-
bers: Connie Kuntz, Jesse 
Kuntz, Wilda Morris

Rockford Writers’ 
Guild PO Box 858                 
Rockford IL 61105


