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WRITE AWAY
Rockford Writers’ Guild | Since 1947
No September Meeting
Again, we’ll not meet in September due to the
coronavirus threat. Please stay safe and healthy,
everyone!

Rockford Review Youth Poetry Award
An anonymous donor sent us funds to sponsor a youth
poetry contest. The contest will be open to all kids up
to age 18, so we hope all of you RWG members will
encourage your children and/or grandchildren to submit poems they’ve written. We’ll try to get the word
out to the wider public, too.
We’ve set up two categories:
13-18
12 and under
Please send up to 3 poems, 50 lines or less, to sally@rockfordwritersguild.org. Your name, age, address,
email address, and phone number should appear in the
upper righthand corner.
The deadline for entries is October 1, midnight
Rockford time.
Winners will receive a $20 check from RWG and
winning poems will be published in the WinterSpring edition of The Rockford Review.

PLEASE NOTE: NO SEPTEMBER MEETING HAS BEEN PLANNED. OUR NEW
VENUE WHEN WE’RE ABLE TO MEET
AGAIN WILL BE IN THE YMCA’S HARDING ROOM.

RWG THEME FOR 2020-2021: DON’T
MAKE ME LAUGH!
September: Find a humorous poem, story or
essay and read it aloud to yourself or someone
else. Do this as often as you like.
October: Funnybones … Are They Really Funny? (More on page 3.)
November: Laughter Is Sometimes a Pretty
Good Medicine
December: The Gift of Good Humor

COMMENTARY CORNER

Our Commentary Corner promotion has concluded. I think it was successful. I hope all the
authors that submitted got good feedback. If any
would like to offer their proverbial Two Cents
regarding their experience to Sally, I hope they
will. AND OF COURSE A BIG THANK YOU
to the volunteer members of “the Pool” who
read and critiqued submissions; it goes without
saying, this tool would not be possible without
their time and effort. We will announce the winners next month.
THE PROMOTION HAS ENDED, but Commentary Corner carries on. If you have work
you want reviewed send it to me
(CRATER.RIM@gmail.com) and I will distribute it to the Pool … Tom
:

LAPSING MEMBERSHIPS

Credit: pixabay.com

BOARD PROFILE OF TREASURER CINDY
GUENTHERMAN ON PAGE 4

I’ve reached out to several of you who’ve had your
Guild membership lapse earlier this year. And, unfortunately, I’ve not heard back from you. Now that you
have (presumably) gotten the current TRR, I hope
you’ll consider renewing. Please understand, if we
hear nothing from you before October, I think we will
be forced to conclude you are no longer interested in
belonging to the Guild. If you want to discuss your
membership status, please contact me at
CRATER.RIM@gmail.com. Thanks very much Tom Walsh
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GOOD NEWS about GUILD WRITERS
To have your literary good news published here and on our Facebook page every month, email
sally@rockfordwritersguild.org.
Mike Bayles’ next collection of poetry, With Suitcase and Bag, is expected to be released in October this
year. With Suitcase and Bag takes the reader in a poetic journey through places he worked as a flagger for
construction and utility crews. The last section takes the reader to places he considered home. Bayles, a
lifelong Midwest resident, writes about human connections to nature, settings (mostly rural), and with
each other. He expects this collection of prose poems and other forms to delight.
Charlotte Digregorio of Winnetka, IL will have a new haiku/art exhibit at the Glenview (IL) Park District, Oct. 1 through Dec. 31. Her haiku in the exhibit was published in her book, Haiku and Senryu: A
Simple Guide for All, that is available through libraries or inter-library loan. In other news, she will do a
reading from her new book, Ripples of Air: Poems of Healing at the October Zoom Meeting of the Wisconsin Chapter of the Haiku Society of America. She has received an acceptance for five haiku to be published in a new anthology, "The Helping Hand." She also has new haiku and tanka featured in September's
issue of Quill and Parchment, in addition to her poems in the August issue.
Susan Goldberg’s daughter Madeleine Jubilee Saito (née Witt), Rockford native, is a visual poet featured
in an upcoming anthology of women's writing on climate change, All We Can Save, coming from One
World and Penguin Randomhouse on September 22. Kirkus Reviews called the book "A welcome anthology, in prose and verse, of women’s writings on climate change … A well-curated collection with many
ideas for ways large and small to save the planet.”
Paula Morhardt’s two books were published this summer: “Days of Daze” was out May 29 and “Night
Maze” on June 5. Both are books of poetry, full of mystery and wonder, June bugs and wolves, monsters
under the bed and marines taking children. “Widow’s Walk: How My World Ended and What Happened
After,” Paula’s story of loss after her husband died suddenly and her mother died the next day, currently
available on Amazon, will be coming out with Fox Pointe Publishing in October, and its companion volume, “Widow’s Tears of Sorrow,” a book of poems about loss, will be out in November. Books are available at https://www.foxpointepublishing.com/shop-now.
Tom Lee is going for an MFA at Columbia (remotely from Rockford), and is now part of the writing staff
at Voyage Media, Hollywood. They do many top titles in film. He works security in retail and as guide at
Midway Village and Burpee soon again. Still a heavy satchel on his shoulder, he carried his new story to a
growing market in New York and Chicago.

NEW MEMBERS

New Members for 2020: Please welcome Kairo Brunson of Rockford, IL; Raymond Empereur of
Rockford, IL; Phil Flott of Omaha, NE; Carol Fowler of Elgin, IL; Karen Guler, Rockford, IL; Fatima
Alzahraa Hussein of Rockford, IL; Jeramie Joseph of Rockford, IL; Paula Morhardt of Stockton, IL;
Kayla Osborn of Rockford, IL; Tricia and John Plescia, Chana, IL; Jennifer Anne Rea of Rockford, IL;
and Jason Waddle of Hamilton, Ontario.

And, thanks to those of you who have renewed and continue to support RWG!
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Writing for the Coming Year — From Becky Wyant, VP
Becky’s thoughts …
My own development of a sense of humor was nurtured by Dad. He collected books of humor and would read essays
aloud after Sunday dinner. We kids didn’t always understand what was funny in the writings of Twain, Thurber and
Will Rogers but it made us laugh to see the grownups laugh. By the age of ten or so, we were expected to take a turn
reading. Heady stuff having a little audience of adults be entertained by a kid.
There are great humorous writings to be enjoyed whether classics of old or contemporary (Nora Ephron, Dave
Berry, Erma Bombeck, Andy Borowitz, etc.). Read silently or aloud, they can stimulate our endorphins. Maybe even
further the development our higher level thinking skills.
Each month we will share a cartoon in our newsletter. (Many are available to us online.) For your at home pleasure, two favorite sources are the FunnyTimes newspaper published in Cleveland Hts, OH and The Comic News of
Santa Cruz, CA. Of course, the amazing cartoons in NewYorker magazine are a feast of comic cleverness. Who else
has tried their hand at concise, humorous writing with the Caption Contest? I’ve never won but it’s good discipline.
Thinking ahead to October: Funnybones … Are They Really Funny? (prose or poetry)
Write about when something was funny to one person but not funny, even painful, to another.
Options for sharing your writing are:
1. In person with your own circle of people.
2. Send to Becky at becky@rockfordwritersguild.org for a contest and possible publishing in the next WinterSpring Review.
So the year of DON’T MAKE ME LAUGH begins. Yes, I know that can be said several ways. Tone of voice makes
a difference. I am meaning the goofy game I play with the kids where I pull a serious poker face and they see how
long it takes them to make me laugh. In these serious times, I hope there is a little sparkle of humor in your life that
keeps you going.

Credit: inkygirl.com
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Meet Our Board Members:
Say Hello to Cindy Guentherman, Treasurer (and Cricket, her assistant)!
Cindy Guentherman, Treasurer, joined the Rockford Writers' Guild in 1986. She has also served as Recording
Secretary and President. She was the Poetry Editor for many years and later the Editor of The Rockford Review.
With poetry as her genre of choice, she has two published books of poems: “Through My Fingers,” and “All
Strung Together.” She is retired and lives in Loves Park with her dog Cricket.

Rockford Writers’ Guild Board of Directors
Sally Hewitt President & Editor
Cindy Guentherman Treasurer, Social Media Editor
Becky Wyant Vice President
Lori Marshall Recording Secretary
Tom Walsh Membership Director
Hana Ferguson Social Media Director
Join the Rockford Writers’ Guild! (Or Renew)
Membership Levels:
Adult $35 (1-yr) $65 (2-yr) $95 (3-yr)
Family or Couple: $50 (1-yr) $90 (2-yr) $$130 (3-yr)
Youth/Student $15 (1-yr)
Library $25 (1-yr) Name:________________________________________
Address:_____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
Email:_______________________________________________________
Phone:_______________________________________________________
Your membership level: _________________________________________
Complete form and send (snail mail) check or money order to:
Rockford Writers’ Guild
P.O. Box 858
Rockford, IL 61105
Or, Join/Renew online at www.rockfordwritersguild.org.

