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WRITE AWAY
Rockford Writers’ Guild | Since 1947
No December Meeting:
Contest Instead
Again, we won’t meet in December due to the
coronavirus threat. Instead, we’ll have a writing
contest, theme: “It Was a Bright and Sunny Morning.” Please submit poems and/or short stories,
with our usual parameters. More on page 3.

PLEASE NOTE: NO DECEMBER MEETING HAS BEEN PLANNED. OUR NEW
VENUE WHEN WE’RE ABLE TO MEET
AGAIN WILL BE IN THE YMCA’S HARDING ROOM.

PUSHCART PRIZE NOMINEES
The Pushcart Prize nominations are held
every year in the fall. The poems and stories/essays (six is the limit) TRR nominated
for the 2020 Pushcart Prize are:
John Davis for “madness no longer waits at
the door”
Karen Danielson for “Bertrand Russell’s
Rules”
Olivia Diamond for “Contemplations on
Moon Landing, July 1969”

Credit: dreamstime.com

Note From Your Membership Guy
I was sitting alone recently, in a sort of pandemic haze ...

Cindy Guentherman for “I Know Dogs
Can’t Read”
Wanie Reeverts for “On the Abyss …”

Quick Background: As an old fuddy-duddy, I always imagined YouTube was rather useless and—until recently—never
went near it. Then I stumbled upon the fact that learning
opportunities actually exist there. I’ve gotten into the habit of
watching various educational videos.

Tom Walsh for “Thoughts Overpriced at a
Penny”

What I’m getting around to: I just did a YouTube search for
“Writing Tips.” And … all sorts of educational-type videos
were offered. (The very first one featured Stephen King.)

Happy Holidays to All!

Your Board is thinking, given the circumstances under which
we are all presently living, we might use this newsletter as an
opportunity to offer some interesting writing-related videos
that have been stumbled upon. So here goes. No warranty
expressed or implied! Following is our inaugural offering/
suggestion. Feel free to let us know what you think; and also
whether you yourself might recommend something worth
sharing this way. Thanks and best wishes - Tom Walsh
Roxane Gay (The New York Times) Shares Writing Tips: On
Finding the Why
https://youtu.be/rml6KQlLIsA

Congratulations to the nominees!

We wish everyone a happy holiday season
for whichever holiday you celebrate — and
a Happy New Year! We’re living through
abnormal times and we’re hoping for a
brighter spring and summer. Please be careful out there until then.
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GOOD NEWS about GUILD WRITERS
To have your literary good news published here and on our Facebook page every month, email
sally@rockfordwritersguild.org.
Mike Bayles’ latest poetry collection “With Suitcase and Bag” is out. “With Suitcase and Bag” takes the
reader through a poetic journey through the Midwest. Its pages tell a story of going away from home, and
farther away, until returning, discoveries made along the way. It is the perfect book for those who are experiencing a sense of wanderlust. Anyone who is interested may contact Mike at bayles.mike558@gmail.com.
Charlotte Digregorio of Winnetka, IL features a variety of metro Chicago poets in "Creatively Versed,"
her column that appears in Winnetka Kenilworth Living magazine. She enjoys making poetry more visible to the public.
Bill Mathis’ new novel “Revenge Is Necessary” is being released through Rogue Phoenix Press in early
December.
Paula Morhardt, of Stockton, IL, has two books coming out in the next two months. "Sweet Sour Cherries” (for ages 3-7 years), her first children’s book, will be published by Fox Pointe Publishing mid-December. The book is the first time Paula has worked with illustrator Kim Hanzo, but will not be the last. A
second children's book "The Best Magic of All" is planned for spring of 2021, and a third will be out later
in the summer. Her second book will also be published by Fox Pointe, and is due out mid-January.
"Through the Garden Window: Season of Harvest" is the first of a planned series of 12 books, combinations of garden/kitchen essays with recipes by Paula’s mother, grandmothers and great-grandmothers. Illustrated by Paula’s regular illustrator, Peggy McDowell, the book gives you a glimpse of growing your
own food, and what to do with it when you do. Both books are now available for pre-order from Fox
Pointe Publishing at https://www.foxpointepublishing.com/shop-now.
Wilda Morris had poems selected by Bear Creak Review and Failed Haiku. In addition, she's been hosting poetry readings for the Illinois State Poetry Society on Zoom (a continuation of their almost monthly
readings at Brewed Awakening in Westmont). If any members of the guild would like to be invited to the
next reading (the last Sunday in January), please email Wilda at wildamorris@ameritech.net and she'll see
that you get the link.
Paul Smith’s story “The Stairs” was published in The Adirondack Review. You can read it here (scroll
down): The Adirondack Review | Fall 2020 | Volume XXI, No. 1. And, Verdad published his short story
titled “Rio Silin.” You can read it here: http://www.verdadmagazine.org/vol29/fiction/smith.html.

NEW MEMBERS
New Members for 2020: Please welcome Kairo Brunson of Rockford, IL; Thomas Danielson
of Halifax, NS; Raymond Empereur of Rockford, IL; Phil Flott of Omaha, NE; Carol Fowler
of Elgin, IL; Karen Guler, Rockford, IL; Fatima Alzahraa Hussein of Rockford, IL; Jeramie
Joseph of Rockford, IL; Paula Morhardt of Stockton, IL; Kayla Osborn of Rockford, IL; Tricia and John Plescia, Chana, IL; Jennifer Anne Rea of Rockford, IL; Christine Swanberg of
Rockford, IL; and Jason Waddle of Hamilton, Ontario.
And, thanks to those of you who have renewed and continue to support RWG!
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Writing for the Coming Year — From Becky Wyant, VP

The Gift of Good Humor
This month, I wish for all of us a big box of good humor to be delivered to our front door. And, upon opening it, we
find another box of good humor for us to deliver to someone else … and on and on.
Lifting spirits can be arduous yet gratifying work, so bend your knees and write a little something about giving or
receiving the gift of good humor.
If you’d like to enter our contest, “It Was a Bright and Sunny Morning,” please send your prose or poetry to
becky@rockfordwritersguild.org — winning entries will be published in our Summer-Fall The Rockford Review. I
look forward to good reading! - Becky Wyant
Coming in 2021
January: Recalibrating
February: Tickled Pink
Contest: Prose and Poetry
Theme: “It Was a Bright and Sunny Morning”
Deadline: January 10, 2021 — send to: becky@rockfordwritersguild.org
Poems: each 50 lines or less; Prose: each 1,300 words or less; plus bio (50 words or less)

Credit: Glasbergen Cartoon Service
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Meet Our Board Members:
Say Hello to Sally Hewitt (me), President and Editor!
In 2019, Connie Kuntz and RWG asked me to be editor of The Rockford Review, and I relish the experience, getting to
know members through your writing and communications. My background: I hold degrees in English literature from the
University of Washington and art/painting from WWU. Before signing on as editor of TRR, I spent ten years editing an
environmental newspaper, and still edit it, which is to say I don’t have much spare time. But, I love what I do and thoroughly enjoy working with all of you! I feel honored to associate with this group of talented writers. And, as President, I
collaborate with other Board members to keep RWG running smoothly.

Rockford Writers’ Guild Board of Directors
Sally Hewitt President & Editor
Cindy Guentherman Treasurer, Social Media Editor
Becky Wyant Vice President
Lori Marshall Recording Secretary
Tom Walsh Membership Director
Hana Ferguson Social Media Director
Join the Rockford Writers’ Guild! (Or Renew)
Membership Levels:
Adult $35 (1-yr) $65 (2-yr) $95 (3-yr)
Family or Couple: $50 (1-yr) $90 (2-yr) $$130 (3-yr)
Youth/Student $15 (1-yr)
Library $25 (1-yr) Name:________________________________________
Address:_____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
Email:_______________________________________________________
Phone:_______________________________________________________
Your membership level: _________________________________________
Complete form and send (snail mail) check or money order to:
Rockford Writers’ Guild
P.O. Box 858
Rockford, IL 61105
Or, Join/Renew online at www.rockfordwritersguild.org.

