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No March Meeting 

This is beginning to sound like a scratchy 
record. Again, we won’t meet in March due to 
the coronavirus threat. Doggone! 

But, happy beginning of spring to all of you out 
there. And, stay safe and healthy. 

Spring means the flowering of trees and sym-
phonies of birds and hope for sunny skies. 

 

Credit: pixabay.com 

MESSAGE FROM OUR MEMBERSHIP 
GUY, TOM WALSH 

Dear Friends, 
Following is my monthly offering (no, this has nothing 
to do with the passing of the plate at church). Ostensi-
bly this is about reading, but seems hand-in-glove with 
writing. Tho it concerns fiction, and I am almost ex-
clusively a nonfiction guy, I found this worthwhile. I 
hope you will too. As always, feel free to comment or 
offer suggestions for sharing … Tom Walsh 

https://uurockford.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?
u=e58faa34975049888d0693009&id=db6542ace2&e=
1be5112a1e

PLEASE NOTE: NO MARCH MEETING 
HAS BEEN PLANNED. OUR NEW VENUE 
WHEN WE’RE ABLE TO MEET AGAIN 
WILL BE IN THE YMCA’S HARDING 
ROOM. 

NEW YEAR, NEW READS 

The book giveaway was a great success. 
Thanks to all authors and raffle-goers who 
participated! 

Summer-Fall The Rockford Review 
Deadlines 

Summer “Alignment” Poetry Contest 
(Members Only) 
Submit up to three previously unpublished 
poems (50 lines or less). Theme is Align-
ment. The deadline is March 15, 2021. 
Winning entries published in The Rockford 
Review, Summer-Fall edition, 2021. Win-
ners announced in the May 2021 newsletter. 

Fall “Reckonings” Prose Contest (Mem-
bers Only) 
Submit up to three previously unpublished 
prose pieces, each 1,300 words or less. 
Theme is Reckonings. The deadline is April 
15, 2021. Winning entries published in The 
Rockford Review, Summer-Fall edition, 
2021. Winners announced in the June 2021 
newsletter. 

2021 Summer-Fall edition 
Submit up to three new, previously unpu-
blished poems (50 lines or less) or three 
new prose pieces (1,300 words or less) or a 
combination of up to three poems and prose 
pieces to be considered for publication in 
The Rockford Review. No theme. Simulta-
neous submissions are fine, as long as you 
notify us. Please include your bio, 50 words 
or less. Deadline: April 15, 2021. Notif-
ication by June 15, 2021. 
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GOOD NEWS about GUILD WRITERS 

To have your literary good news published here and on our Facebook page every month, email  
sally@rockfordwritersguild.org.  

Mike Bayles' collection of poetry, With Suitcase and Bag, will be featured on a virtual event for the Des 
Moines Book Festival, starting on March 27th. Northern Stars Magazine accepted one of his pieces of flash 
fiction for an upcoming issue. Last fall he sold a painting he painted at an art class. 

Charlotte Digregorio will give a Zoom poetry workshop, sponsored by the Winnetka (IL) Public Library. 
"Write & Publish Great Poetry" is slated for Sunday, April 18, 2 to 3:30 p.m. For information and registra-
tion, (free workshop for all from everywhere), click this Library link: https://winnetkalibrary.libcal.com/
calendar/events/?cid=3782&t=d&d=2021-04-18&cal=3782&inc=0. Contact Charlotte, c-books@hotmail.-
com, with questions. She's the author of two poetry reference books: Ripples of Air: Poems of Healing and 
Haiku and Senryu: A Simple Guide for All. In other news, Charlotte's haiku appears in the March issue of 
Quill and Parchment. 

Jennifer Lagier has a new collection of poetry, Meditations on Seascapes and Cypress, published by Blue 
Light Press and available for purchase from Amazon. Her chapbook, COVID Dissonance, has been pub-
lished by Cyber Wit and is also available on Amazon. 

Wilda Morris has had two poems accepted by yourdailypoem.com, one of which was featured on February 
15. She has had haiku and senryu accepted by Failed Haiku and Acorn. Two of her pandemic poems have 
been selected for publication on a web page from Press Pause Press (Two Poems — press II press), and 
another for Poemic. Continue the Voice has just published her poem, "Letter to Mother, During the Pan-
demic of 2020." Her Lenten poem on Facebook got at least 20 shares, and was translated into Spanish and 
posted bilingually by a Mexican poet. 

Paul Smith’s poem “Dear Flavia” was published in The New Verse News. You can read it here: https://
newversenews.blogspot.com/2021/01/dear-flavia.html. And, Verdad published his short story titled “Rio 
Silin.” You can read it here: http://www.verdadmagazine.org/vol29/fiction/smith.html. 

Jason Waddle’s second book of poetry "Falling Through the Cracks: Poetical Musings During a Pandem-
ic" has just been accepted for publication. After this, Jason will concentrate on getting his fiction published.

NEW MEMBERS  

New Members for 2021: Please welcome Steven Bates of Ada, OH; Kimberly McKee of South Beloit, IL; 
Ali Maloney of Rockford, IL; Matthew Vitek of Roscoe, IL.

New Members for 2020: Please welcome Kairo Brunson of Rockford, IL; Ethel Carter of Seal Beach, 
CA; Thomas Danielson of Halifax, NS; Raymond Empereur of Rockford, IL; Phil Flott of Omaha, NE; 
Carol  Fowler  of  Elgin,  IL;  Karen  Guler,  Rockford,  IL;  Fatima  Alzahraa  Hussein  of  Rockford,  IL; 
Jeramie Joseph of Rockford, IL; Paula Morhardt of Stockton, IL; Kayla Osborn of Rockford, IL; Tricia 
and John Plescia, Chana, IL; Jennifer Anne Rea of Rockford, IL; Pamela Pettigrew-Shields of Rock-
ford, IL;  Maryann Smith  of Greensburg, PA; Christine Swanberg  of Rockford, IL;  Jason Waddle  of 
Hamilton, Ontario; and Stuart Wahlin of Rockford, IL. 
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Writing for the Coming Year — From Becky Wyant, VP 

 

SPRING  SPRANG  SPRUNG … Tense with Seasonal Affective Order 

Spring … a seasonal release of potential energy stirring up in nature as if to say, 
               “Let’s get growing!” 

Sprang … my bare feet excitedly telling the front door, 
                “Open up … I’m in motion and I’m coming outside!” 

Sprung … our quarantined, sub-zero, snow-encased incarcerations shouting, 
                “You’ve served your time. Now walk!” 

I deliberately chose the word “order” instead of “disorder” for my title. Partly to be a contradiction to what 
many of us (in colder climates) are feeling about now. And partly to be a play on words as the vernal 
equinox arrives for another orderly transfer of seasons.   

Playing with verb tenses can be comical (especially if you allow artistic license). For my third grade stu-
dents, the -ing, -ang, -ung family was like ear candy.  Their creative writing took on a Seuss or Silverstein 
cleverness that was highly entertaining when they read aloud to their peers. 

If you want to play with some verb tenses and you want someone to read and make comments … remem-
ber RWG Commentary Corner is available. 

Note: these are not contests; rather, they’re suggested writing exercises for personal writing growth. 

April topic: PALINDROMES                                May topic: LIKE MOTHER USED TO MAKE 

Above image courtesy of: https://www.pikist.com/free-photo-vjlkm 
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REMINDER: WE’RE LOOKING FOR A RECORDING SECRETARY 

Our longtime Recording Secretary Lori Marshall will be retiring in June, so we’re searching for someone to fill 
the voluntary position. Lori has been our reliable notetaker at meetings, although we haven’t had meetings 
since March 2020. Once we’re able to resume meetings, we’ll need an RWG member who can attend the meet-
ings and write the minutes. Is anyone out there interested? If so, please contact me at: sally@rockfordwriters-
guild.org. Thank you! We have an extraordinary group of people on the Board, so you won’t regret signing up 
for the position and working with our crew.  

Credit: dreamstime.com 

Rockford Writers’ Guild Board of Directors 

Sally Hewitt President & Editor  
Cindy Guentherman Treasurer, Social Media Editor  
Becky Wyant Vice President  
Lori Marshall Recording Secretary  
Tom Walsh Membership Director  
Hana Ferguson Social Media Director  

Join the Rockford Writers’ Guild! (Or Renew) 

Membership Levels:  
Adult $35 (1-yr) $65 (2-yr) $95 (3-yr)  
Family or Couple: $50 (1-yr) $90 (2-yr) $$130 (3-yr)  
Youth/Student $15 (1-yr)  
Library $25 (1-yr) Name:________________________________________ 
Address:_____________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 
Email:_______________________________________________________ 
Phone:_______________________________________________________  
Your membership level: _________________________________________ 

Complete form and send (snail mail) check or money order to:  
Rockford Writers’ Guild 
P.O. Box 858 
Rockford, IL 61105                           Or, Join/Renew online at www.rockfordwritersguild.org. 

mailto:sally@rockfordwritersguild.org
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