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WRITE AWAY 
Rockford Writers’ Guild |  Since 1947

 No September Meeting 

Due to the continuing threat of the COVID-19 delta 
variant, we won’t hold a meeting in September. The 
community spread of the coronavirus remains a con-
cern in Winnebago County. 

 

Credit above and next column: pixabay.com 

CONTESTS — BLIND JUDGING 
Regarding RWG writing contests, our policy is to 
remove names from entries and use a numbering 
system when we send the poems or prose to the 
judges. More work is involved in the preparation 
stage, but this policy means there is no favoritism. 
Reminder: September 15 deadline for our “Frozen 
Pond” poetry contest … 

MESSAGE FROM OUR MEMBERSHIP 
GUY, TOM WALSH 

Knowing how to tell a good story is like having mind 
control by Alan Alda. What is the obstacle on the way 
to achieving your goal? (Big Think) —Tom Walsh      
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r4k6Gm4tlXw 

COMMENTARY CORNER 
Please remember that Commentary Corner is available 
if you wish to have your work reviewed by friendly 
fellow Guild members. It has been some time since 
any work has been submitted for consideration. I can 
tell you that many of the comments I’ve gotten on my 
work from our volunteer reviewers/readers has been 
wonderfully helpful. If you have questions please con-
tact me at: crater.rim@gmail.com. 

DO YOU HAVE AN IDEA FOR A THEME 
FOR OUR ANNUAL ROCKFORD REVIEW 
YOUTH POETRY AWARD? WE’LL OFFI-
CIALLY ANNOUNCE THE AWARD IN  
SPRING 2022. PLEASE SEND THEME 
IDEA  TO: sallly@rockfordwritersguild.org.

WRITING OPPORTUNITIES 

Winter “Frozen Pond” Poetry Contest 
(Members Only) 
Submit up to three new, previously unpublished 
poems (50 lines or less). Theme is Frozen Pond. 
The deadline is September 15, 2021. Winning 
entries published in The Rockford Review, Win-
ter-Spring edition, 2022. Winners announced in 
the October 2021 newsletter. 

Spring “Home Again” Prose Contest (Mem-
bers Only) 
Submit up to three previously unpublished prose 
pieces, each 1,300 words or less. Theme is 
Home Again. The deadline is October 15, 2021. 
Winning entries published in The Rockford Re-
view, Winter-Spring edition, 2021. Winners an-
nounced in the November 2021 newsletter. 

2022 Winter-Spring Edition 
Submit up to three new, previously unpublished 
poems (50 lines or less) or three new prose 
pieces (1,300 words or less) or a combination of 
up to three poems and prose pieces to be consid-
ered for publication in The Rockford Review. No 
theme. Simultaneous submissions are fine, as 
long as you notify us. Please include your bio, 
50 words or less. Deadline: October 15, 2021. 
Notification by December 15, 2021. 
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GOOD NEWS about GUILD WRITERS 

To have your literary good news published here and on our Facebook page every month, email  
sally@rockfordwritersguild.org.  

Marie Asner, Overland Park, Kansas, participated in a poetry reading/musical program for April's National 
Poetry Month.  The online Zoom program was sponsored by the Kansas City Musical Club, and featured 
Marie Asner reading her poems of spring and the Kansas City Wind Symphony with classical music selec-
tions. 

Star Poets published two of Mike Bayles' poems in its June/July Issue. The Weekly Avocet included one of 
his poems in the August 28 Issue. 

Charlotte Digregorio, Winnetka, IL, will host two free Zoom workshops, open to all from everywhere, 
sponsored by the Winnetka (IL) Public Library. (Chicago-USA Time).  
     “Poetry Critique Roundtable”--Sunday, Nov. 14 from 2 to 4 p.m. For details and to register, click: 
https://winnetkalibrary.libcal.com/calendar/events/?cid=3782&t=d&d=2021-11-14&cal=3782&inc=0. 
    Only a few seats out of 100 remain for Charlotte‘s "Writing Haiku and Senryu" workshop, Sunday, Sept. 
19, 2 to 3:30 p.m. More seats might be added, or you can place your name on the waiting list. For details 
a n d t o r e g i s t e r : h t t p s : / / w i n n e t k a l i b r a r y . l i b c a l . c o m / c a l e n d a r / e v e n t s / ?
cid=3782&t=d&d=2021-09-19&cal=3782&inc=0.  
     Charlotte is the author of seven books including, Ripples of Air: Poems of Healing and Haiku and Sen-
ryu: A Simple Guide for All. She’s the editor of The Daily Haiku and other poetry, www.charlottedigregori-
o.wordpress.com, with poets from 61 countries participating.  
     Charlotte hosted a Zoom poetry open mic in July, sponsored by the Winnetka Library, that drew 34 peo-
ple, including poets from India, Slovakia, England, Ireland, and Wales. 

Terence Gallagher's new novel, The Forest Perilous, is available on Amazon or from the Livingston Press 
website (https://livingstonpress.uwa.edu/). The novel follows a young man's adventures among the Dra-
gons, a reclusive group of travelers with roots in the distant Celtic past. 

Read Paul Smith’s poem published in The Big Windows Review. It's on page 39 — "One Tank Of Gas.” 
https://issuu.com/zetataurus/docs/bwr_24 

Wilda Morris has a haiku in the August issue of Brass Bell, one in Bottle Rockets, one in the Wales Haiku 
Journal and another published by Charlotte Digregorio on August 8. One of her poems was published on 
FAITH TheBook's Facebook Page. Modern Haiku accepted one of Wilda’s haiku, and Poetry Hall accepted 
a poem, which will be translated to Chinese and published bilingually. Poetry and Places published Wilda’s 
poem “In the Plaza del Duomo, Florence, Italy” — you can read it here: https://poetryandplaces.com/
2021/07/28/in-the-piazza-del-duomo-florence-italy-by-wilda-morris/.

NEW MEMBERS   

New Members for 2021:  Please welcome Zafarul Azam,  Rockford, IL; Steven Bates of Ada, 
OH;  John  Desjarlais  of  Hendersonville,  NC;  Gerri  Hood  of  Rockford,  IL;  Aavyn  Lee  of 
Plainville, GA; Kimberly McKee of South Beloit, IL; Ali Maloney of Rockford, IL; Rashid Os-
mani of Kildeer, IL; Pete Plescia of Galesburg, IL; and Matthew Vitek of Roscoe, IL.

And, thanks to those of you who have renewed and continue to support RWG!
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Feedback for Writers 

Does a story and/or poem published in our last few editions of The Rockford Review stand out for 
you and you’d like to compliment the writer? If so, you can send me an email, which I can then 
forward to the writer(s). We’ve had a few requests about this and I’m happy to facilitate the com-
pliments and good wishes. sally@rockfordwritersguild.org 

Thank You to Travis Morgan! 

Speaking of compliments: Thanks to RWG member Travis Morgan for creating our Summer-Fall 
cover, which has been inspiring lots of compliments. 
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BOARD POSITION OPEN 

Because Becky Wyant had to resign, RWG has an opening on the Board. If anyone is interested in taking on the 
position of Vice President, please contact me at sally@rockfordwritersguild.org. According to our Constitution, 
“the Vice President shall arrange interactive educational programs for meetings and special events and 
preside in the absence of the President.” Our last meeting before the pandemic occurred in February 
2020. With the onset of the delta variant surge, it’s unlikely we’ll have another meeting in the near 
future. 

Photo credit: pixabay.com 

Rockford Writers’ Guild Board of Directors 

Sally Hewitt President & Editor  
Cindy Guentherman Treasurer, Social Media Editor  
Hana Ferguson Recording Secretary, Social Media Director  
Tom Walsh Membership Director  

Join the Rockford Writers’ Guild! (Or Renew) 

Membership Levels:  
Adult $35 (1-yr) $65 (2-yr) $95 (3-yr)  
Family or Couple: $50 (1-yr) $90 (2-yr) $$130 (3-yr)  
Youth/Student $15 (1-yr)  
Library $25 (1-yr) Name:________________________________________ 
Address:_____________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 
Email:_______________________________________________________ 
Phone:_______________________________________________________  
Your membership level: _________________________________________ 

Complete form and send (snail mail) check or money order to:  
Rockford Writers’ Guild 
P.O. Box 858 
Rockford, IL 61105                           Or, Join/Renew online at www.rockfordwritersguild.org. 
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