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WRITE AWAY
Rockford Writers’ Guild | Since 1947
Zoom Meeting February 20
Zoom Meeting: Sunday, February 20, from 1-3 p.m.
Rockford time (CST). Our featured artist will be
RWG member and acclaimed author of “Fiona’s
Guardians,” Dan Klefstad. You won’t want to miss
this one! See more information in the next column
and on page 3.

Credit above and next column: pixabay.com

MESSAGE FROM OUR MEMBERSHIP GUY,

TOM WALSH
Hi, Everyone — This month I’m offering a suggestion
that is not specifically about writing. However, it is a
“Pep-Talk For Your Creative Habit” and so I think we
writers can appreciate it. I know I did. — Tom Walsh
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FD2G3Fhq6Ek
ROCKFORD REVIEW YOUTH POETRY
AWARD — $600 IN PRIZE MONEY
Our anonymous donor has sent $100 and a generous
family friend of mine has sent $500 for our Rockford
Review Youth Poetry Award winners in the 13-18 and
Under 13 age categories. Sharpen up your writing
skills, kids, and enter our contest, deadline May 15.
Parents and grandparents, please encourage your kids
and/or grandkids to enter the contest. In addition to
prize money, winning poems will be published in our
2022 Summer-Fall edition of The Rockford Review.
The contest is open to all kids and the theme is
“Tomorrow.” Limit poems to 50 lines or less. The $600
prize money will be distributed to all the winners.
Submit entries via our website submission form or
email them to: sally@rockfordwritersguild.org.

HAPPY 75TH YEAR!
Happy 75th Year to everyone! Notice the Volume 75 in the upper lefthand corner? That’s
right, this is our 75th Year! How about that
milestone, thanks to you all?
WRITING PROMPT FOR FEB. MEETING
Hana Ferguson suggested a writing prompt for
the next meeting, February 20 — “Awakening.”
Attendees of the Zoom meeting will be able to
share their poems (50 lines or less) and flash
fiction (1,000 words or less) related to the above
prompt. For more about the meeting, including a
screenshot, see page 3.

NEWS FROM THE RWG BOARD
NEW BOARD POSITION: On November
22, the RWG Board voted to establish a
new Board position—Mail Director. Tom
Walsh will volunteer for the new position,
which will open up the Membership Director position. Is anyone out there interested
in becoming our new Membership Director? We’ll hold an election in June, so we
hope to find a member willing to volunteer
before then.
NO MORE SNAIL MAIL SUBMISSIONS:
Also, we voted to suspend submissions via
snail mail. We don’t have a secretary to type
these submissions, and they have to be
picked up at the Rockford Post Office and
mailed to our editor (me). Our members
who send submissions via regular mail have
the capability of sending them via email, so
we need to bypass the middle step. Thank
you all for understanding — we’re attempting to make life easier for our volunteers.
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GOOD NEWS about GUILD WRITERS

!

To have your literary good news published here and on our Facebook page every month, email
sally@rockfordwritersguild.org.
Marie Asner's poem, "Love in the Camps," was a second place winner in the Summer/Fall Poetry Contest
from the Missouri State Poetry Society. Marie's poem will be published in the 2022 edition of the Poetry
Society's anthology, "Grist."
The P2 Project invited Mike Bayles to read his ekphrastic poems written about some Steve Geer photos, on
its virtual broadcast on January 27th. He viewed the photos at the Perspective Gallery in Evanston in October. He is pleased to take part in an ekphrastic project. Steve Geer is a photographer who lives in Chicago.
Charlotte Digregorio of Winnetka, IL, has received news that the poems appearing on "The Daily Haiku"
of her blog, www.charlottedigregorio.wordpress.com (for the past seven years), will be archived by The
Haiku Foundation in its database. She features haikuists from 61 countries. In other news, 10 of her own
haiku have been selected to appear in "The World Haiku Series," featured online from Japan. (Haikuists
appear in the Series by invitation only.) Charlotte is the author of Haiku and Senryu: A Simple Guide for
All. Anyone who has questions about haiku or her blog may contact her at c-books@hotmail.com. She welcomes new haikuists to appear in "The Daily Haiku," and will edit their poem for publication, if necessary.
Charlotte will host a global Poetry Open Mic, sponsored by the Winnetka-Northfield (IL) Public Library
District, Sunday, Feb. 6, from 2 to 4 p.m., (Chicago Time, via Zoom).
Author Dan Klefstad writes about his experiences promoting his novel, “Fiona’s Guardians,” https://
www.chicagowrites.org/blog/entry/diy-book-promo-one-authors-journey?fbclid=IwAR0SOQVMteukkEygHl6PUAMnFAlQt2LaOU3d5AwD3gb4XSeZLEHcwxjV5qk. Dan will be our featured artist at our February meeting.
Gary Lawrence, a Rockford native and long-time RWG member, will be our featured artist at our March
20 Zoom meeting. Gary earned a BA in English from Rockford College and an MFA in Writing from
VCFA. He has published a short story collection set in Rockford, and recently retired from teaching college
English and Creative Writing.
Wilda Morris has three poems in Quill & Parchment for January, two of which were responses to their
word challenge. Three of her poems will be published in The Poet's anthology on heritage. She has six poems in Deep Overstock. Brass Bell for January includes one of her haiku and Akitsu Quarterly accepted
two for its spring issue. Wilda welcomes submissions to her blog contests. See http://wildamorris.blogspot.com/. Wilda will be our featured guest at our May 15 Zoom meeting.

NEW MEMBERS
New Members for 2022: Please welcome Judy Cummings of Loves Park, IL.
New Members for 2021: Please welcome Zafarul Azam of Rockford, IL; Steven Bates of Ada, OH; John
Desjarlais of Hendersonville, NC; Gerri Hood of Rockford, IL; Elizabeth Jahn of Lee Center, IL; Blanche
Kabengele of Cincinnati, OH; Aavyn Lee of Plainville, GA; Kimberly McKee of South Beloit, IL; Ali
Maloney of Rockford, IL; Rashid Osmani of Kildeer, IL; Pete Plescia of Galesburg, IL; and Matthew
Vitek of Roscoe, IL.
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Feedback for Writers
Does a story and/or poem published in our last few editions of The Rockford Review stand out for you and you’d like to compliment the writer? If so, you can send me an email, which I can then forward to the writer(s). We’ve had a few requests about this
and I’m happy to facilitate the compliments and good wishes. sally@rockfordwritersguild.org.

January 16, 2022 RWG Zoom Meeting

Screenshot by Zaf Azam

A monumental thank you to Hana Ferguson for leading our Zoom meeting and to Jason Waddle for sharing his writing
experiences and wisdom. He answered many questions with honesty and warm, writerly confidence.
After Jason’s presentation, attendees read their responses to Hana’s prompt "Shadows” (which she had announced
at the January meeting). We especially enjoyed seeing the smiling faces of Marie Asner, Zaf Azam, Mike Bayles, Judith Kittredge Bracken, Judy Cummings, Hana Ferguson, Cindy Guentherman, Wilda Morris, Jason Waddle, Tom
Walsh, Rita Yager, and me (Sally Hewitt). A guest, Lisa Rhodes, remained offscreen.
RWG member and acclaimed author of "Fiona’s Guardians,” Dan Klefstad, will be the featured artist at our February 20 meeting. Dan gives spirited readings of his novel.
We hope to see you at our February Zoom meeting from 1-3 p.m. Rockford time (CST). The link to join all upcoming Zoom meetings is below. Hana opens the Zoom meeting room at 12:50 p.m. Join us — you’ll be glad you did!
Anyone can attend our meetings. Writing prompt for our February meeting: Awakening. RWG member and author
Gary Lawrence will be our featured artist at our March 20 meeting.
.
Zoom meeting link: https://zoom.us/j/5670839995?pwd=SEhwL2h0UlBTNkN2OEwyaWlkV0ljZz09
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BOARD POSITION OPEN
Because Becky Wyant had to resign, RWG has an opening on the Board. If anyone is interested in taking on the
position of Vice President, please contact me at sally@rockfordwritersguild.org. According to our Constitution,
“the Vice President shall arrange interactive educational programs for meetings and special events and

preside in the absence of the President.” Our last meeting before the pandemic occurred in February
2020. With the onset of the delta variant surge, it’s unlikely we’ll have another meeting in the near
future.

Photo credit: pixabay.com

Rockford Writers’ Guild Board of Directors
Sally Hewitt President & Editor
Cindy Guentherman Treasurer, Social Media Editor
Hana Ferguson Recording Secretary, Social Media Director
Tom Walsh Membership Director
Join the Rockford Writers’ Guild! (Or Renew)
Membership Levels:
Adult $35 (1-yr) $65 (2-yr) $95 (3-yr)
Family or Couple: $50 (1-yr) $90 (2-yr) $$130 (3-yr)
Youth/Student $15 (1-yr)
Library $25 (1-yr) Name:________________________________________
Address:_____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
Email:_______________________________________________________
Phone:_______________________________________________________
Your membership level: _________________________________________
Complete form and send (snail mail) check or money order to:
Rockford Writers’ Guild
P.O. Box 858
Rockford, IL 61105
Or, Join/Renew online at www.rockfordwritersguild.org.

