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WRITE AWAY 
Rockford Writers’ Guild |  Since 1947

 RWG Zoom Meeting August 21 

Join our Zoom Meeting: Sunday, August 21 from 1-
3 p.m. Rockford time (CST). Our featured artist will 
be RWG member and versatile author, Mike Bayles. 
See more information on page 3. 

 

Reminder: select up to six of your favorite pieces in 
our recent TRR and then let me know. We’ve decided 
our members should choose which poems and stories 
will be submitted for the Pushcart Prize in the fall. 
Thanks to those of you who have already sent lists of 
your favorites. 
  

Rockford Review Youth Poetry Award 
The judges for the Rockford Review Youth Poetry 
Award have selected winners. All of the poems are 
excellent and both judges had to make difficult deci-
sions. They selected three winners in each of the two 
age categories, plus a nonmonetary honorable mention 
in the 13-18 group. We’ll announce the winners as 
soon as I’m able to reach all of the kids who entered 
our contest.  

       I removed all information from the poems, num-
bering the blind entries. and sent only the numbered 
poems to our judges. RWG will send checks totaling 
$600 (thanks to our anonymous donor and a family 
friend of mine) to the winners. We celebrate the young 
writers and the promising future of poetry and prose!

MAILED BOOKS 

I mailed copies of The Rockford Review to all mem-
bers on July 20. If you haven’t received your book 
yet, please contact me. I have the tracking informa-
tion. sally@rockfordwritersguild.org

 Capture the Moments of Your Life by 
Writing Haiku & Senryu

Haiku and senryu are among the most misunder-
stood poetic forms by not only the public, but by 
accomplished poets of other forms. (Haiku fo-
cuses on nature, but senryu, written in the haiku 
form, focuses on human nature and people's 
weaknesses/struggles.) This comprehensive 
workshop on how to write and publish these 
enjoyable and healing poems will be offered 
Sunday, Oct. 2, 1 to 3 p.m. (Central Time), led 
by RWG Member Charlotte Digregorio. She's 
the author of "Haiku and Senryu: A Simple 
Guide for All.”  (continued below) 

 
WHY DON’T YOU JOIN US? 

We will debunk the misconceptions of these 
forms, that originated centuries ago in Japan, 
and which are now written in dozens of langua-
ges worldwide. You will learn about traditional 
vs. modern haiku/senryu. This workshop will 
include a short writing exercise, and time will be 
provided for those who choose to read their 
poem. Please note: Charlotte gives haiku/senryu 
workshops each month for writer's groups, but 
each is different with fresh material including 
new samples of poems to analyze and discuss. 
Charlotte served as an executive officer of the 
Haiku Society of America for several years, and 
is a keynote speaker on haiku throughout the 
U.S. She runs "The Daily Haiku," written 
by global poets, on her blog, www.charlotte-
digregorio.wordpress.com. 

To register, email editor Sally Hewitt at: sally@rock-
fordwritersguild.org. 
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GOOD NEWS about GUILD WRITERS 

To have your literary good news published here and on our Facebook page every month, email  
sally@rockfordwritersguild.org.  

Mike Bayles' book, "Second Hope," is out. The book contains three sections: "Second Hope," a sequel to 
"Breakfast at the Good Hope Home," "Nets Must Be Cast and Thrown Aside," a short story collection, and 
"All Eyes on the River," a poetry collection. "In 'Second Hope,' Mike Bayles returns to Good Hope with a 
keen understanding of grief and desire” (Sarah Elgatian, Midwest Writing Center). For further information, 
contact Mike at P.O. Box 2129; Davenport, IA 52809-2129. Star Poets published two of his poems in its 
May/June issue.. The Avocet accepted a poem of his for its summer issue. 
        Note: Mike will be our featured artist at our August 21 Zoom meeting. 

John Desjarlais will be our featured artist at our September 18 meeting. A former producer with Wisconsin 
Public Radio and retired professor of English, John writes historical novels and contemporary mysteries. 
John's forthcoming mystery, “THE KILL FLOOR,” is due in November from Torchflame Books. A mem-
ber of the North Carolina Writers Network, the NC Poetry Society, and the Rockford Writers’ Guild, Des-
jarlais is listed in Who's Who in Entertainment and Contemporary Authors. www.johndesjarlais.com 

Charlotte Digregorio of Winnetka, IL, took First Place in the Richard Lewis Haiku Contest. Charlotte will 
lead a comprehensive haiku and senryu workshop for RWG members, Sunday, Oct. 2, from 1 to 3 p.m., 
(Midwest Time, via Zoom). Senryu is written in the haiku form, but its focus is on human nature/weakness-
es/struggles, unlike haiku that focuses on nature. Charlotte is the author of the award-winning book, "Haiku 
and Senryu: A Simple Guide for All." 

Jennifer Lagier has new work appearing in Ovunque Siamo, https://ovunquesiamoweb.com/spring-2022/
jennifer-lagier/, The Five-Two Crime Poetry Blog, https://poemsoncrime.blogspot.com/2022/06/jennifer-
lagier.html, Tiny Seed Literary Journal, https://tinyseedjournal.com/2022/06/13/hope/ and Syndic Literary 
Journal, https://www.syndicjournal.us/uvalde-is-family-all-poems-dec-11-2022/. 

Wilda Morris has a monoku in the June issue of Brass Bell, a haiku in Scarlet Dragonfly, and one in Pres-
ence, a British haiku journal. Three of her found haiku have been accepted by kontinuum. She also has two 
poems in Decolonial Passage at https://thedecolonialpassage.net/2022/06/25/at-monticello/. 

Paul Smith’s poem “Cantilever" has been accepted by Clementine Unbound. You can read his poem here: 
https://clementineunbound.wordpress.com/. 

Alan Youmans has published his latest book: "Our Emergent Practices -- Usefully Finding Our Meaningful 
Way.” It’s available by title through Amazon. Short description: It is highly improbable to provide a simple 
understanding of our complex existence. This book provides some basic concepts for your consideration. 
You will decide if these concepts are compelling to use for your own understanding.

NEW MEMBERS   

New Members for 2022: Please welcome Karla Clark of Rockford, IL; Judy Cummings  of Loves Park, IL; 
Bethamie Montieth of Jefferson, WI; Michael Peterson of Genoa, IL; and Stephanie Prchal of Rockford, 
IL. 

And, thanks to those of you who have renewed and continue to support RWG!
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July 24, 2022 RWG Zoom Meeting Notes 

RWG member and accomplished author, Charlotte Digregorio, led our July 24 meeting. She asked 
members to read the poems she’d sent us and we discussed the various styles and subject matter. Our 
conversations were lively and the meeting went overtime.  
     Those who attended were: Marie Asner, Mike Bayles, Judy Cummings, Gene Dameier, Karen 
Danielson, Rick Danielson, John Desjarlais, Charlotte Digregorio, Hana Ferguson, Cindy Guenther-
man, Gerri Hood, Blanche Kabengele, Judith Kittredge, Wilda Morris, Tom Walsh, Linda Woito, and 
me (Sally Hewitt). If I missed anyone, please let me know. 

      

 

August 21, 2022 RWG Zoom Meeting 
Mike Bayles, RWG member and author of six books, will be our August Zoom meeting featured artist. A lifelong Midwest 
resident, Mike writes about human connections with nature, settings (mostly rural), and with each other. “Second Hope,” his 
most recent book, contains three sections. In the first section, Second Hope, the main character finds friendship with the 
CNA who took care of his Alzheimer's father. The second section, Nets Must Be Cast and Thrown Aside, is his first short 
story collection. All Eyes on the River, the third section, is a collection of poetry. 

September 18, 2022 RWG Zoom Meeting 
John Desjarlais will be our featured artist at our September 18 meeting. A former producer with Wisconsin Public Radio 
and retired professor of English, John writes historical novels and contemporary mysteries. John's forthcoming mystery, 
“THE KILL FLOOR,” is due in November from Torchflame Books. A member of the North Carolina Writers Network, the 
NC Poetry Society, and the Rockford Writers’ Guild, Desjarlais is listed in Who's Who in Entertainment and Contemporary 
Authors. www.johndesjarlais.com 

Zoom meeting link: https://zoom.us/j/5670839995?pwd=SEhwL2h0UlBTNkN2OEwyaWlkV0ljZz09 

http://www.johndesjarlais.com/
https://zoom.us/j/5670839995?pwd=SEhwL2h0UlBTNkN2OEwyaWlkV0ljZz09
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WHY DON’T YOU JOIN US? 

Rockford Writers’ Guild Board of Directors 

Sally Hewitt President & Editor 
Blanche Kabengele Vice President  
Cindy Guentherman Treasurer, Social Media Editor  
Hana Ferguson Recording Secretary, Social Media Director 
Gary Lawrence Membership Director  
Tom Walsh Mail Director  

Join the Rockford Writers’ Guild! (Or Renew)  

Membership Levels:  
Adult $35 (1-yr) $65 (2-yr) $95 (3-yr)  
Family or Couple: $50 (1-yr) $90 (2-yr) $$130 (3-yr)  
Youth/Student $15 (1-yr)  
Library $25 (1-yr) Name:________________________________________ 
Address:_____________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 
Email:_______________________________________________________ 
Phone:_______________________________________________________  
Your membership level: _________________________________________ 

Complete form and send (snail mail) check or money order to:  
Rockford Writers’ Guild 
P.O. Box 858 
Rockford, IL 61105                           Or, Join/Renew online at www.rockfordwritersguild.org. 


