
Volume 75, Issue Eleven  November 2022

 an 

WRITE AWAY 
Rockford Writers’ Guild |  Since 1947
  

RWG Zoom Meeting November 20 

Join our Zoom Meeting: Sunday, November 20, 
from 1-3 p.m. Central Time. RWG member and 
new author, Zafarul Azam will be our featured 
artist. See more information on page 3. Writing 
prompt: Planted 

 

Images by Pixabay 

“BLANKET” POETRY CONTEST WINNERS 

Marie Asner for “Blanket” 
Maureen Baldwin for “Saddle Blanket Days” 
Mike Bayles for “Blankets Held Dear” 
Cindy Guentherman for “Blanket” 
Gerri Hood for “Promise” 
Judith Kittredge for “Untitled” 
June Thompson for “The Crocheting” 

Honorable Mention 
Mark Hudson for “A Little Like Linus” 

“BLOSSOMS” PROSE CONTEST WINNERS 

Elizabeth Jahn for “The Bouquet” 
John Casey Kalkirtz for “The Blossoms of   
         Youth and Life”  
RM Yager for “Blossoms” 

Congratulations to the winners! 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 

Whichever holiday(s)  you celebrate, 
have  a  wonderful  time  with  loved 
ones and friends.

GIVE A GIFT OF ROCKFORD 
WRITERS’ GUILD MEMBERSHIP 

Think about giving a loved one or friend the 
gift of a Rockford Writers’ Guild member-
ship. Let them know they are guaranteed 
publication in our Summer-Fall edition of 
The Rockford Review. Now, that’s some 
kind of unique gift, isn’t it? 
      Just visit our website at rockfordwrit-
ersguild.org and click on “Give a Gift” on 
our homepage. The “Give a Gift” selection 
will take you here: https://www.rockford-
writersguild.org/membership/. 

 

COMMENTARY CORNER   

Be sure to take advantage of our Commen-
tary Corner opportunity. If you’d like your 
prose or poetry critiqued by accomplished 
writers, please contact Tom Walsh at 
crater.rim@gmail.com. He’ll gather a 
writer or writers from our pool of experts to 
help you improve your piece. 

crater.rim@gmail.com 
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GOOD NEWS about GUILD WRITERS 

To have your literary good news published here and on our Facebook page every month, email  
sally@rockfordwritersguild.org.  

Mike Bayles will participate in The Artsy Bookworm Bookfair in Rock Island on November 13, and will 
participate in The Sterling Lord Bookfair in Burlington, Iowa, on November 19. He still participates in the 
weekly Rattlecast open mic readings. His reading for Rattlecast 166, can be accessed at https://www.y-
outube.com/watch?v=9ujl_3fDegc. His book, "Second Hope," is now for sale in The Quad Cities, Musca-
tine, Clinton, and Peoria. 

WNIJ, an NPR affiliate, featured Judy Cummings’ poem, "Regarding Halloween," on the October 28 Po-
etically Yours program produced by Yvonne Boose. Judy wants to thank the Rockford Writers' Guild for 
inspiring her to keep writing through the pandemic and beyond. Here is the link to her reading: https://
www.northernpublicradio.org/2022-10-28/poetically-yours-happy-halloween.  

Charlotte Digregorio of Winnetka, IL, seeks haiku or senryu submissions on the theme of any holidays 
that fall in November, December, or January for The Daily Haiku on her blog, www.charlottedigregori-
o.wordpress.com. You may email her from Nov. 5 through Nov. 15 with just one of your best haiku or sen-
ryu at c-books@hotmail.com. A previously published poem is fine. An unpublished poem may be edited for 
clarity. All are welcome to submit, especially those who've never appeared on her blog that features poets 
from sixty-one countries. Charlotte's goal is to feature all active haikuists/senryuists worldwide, beginners 
and experienced, who wish to appear. You will find her book, "Haiku and Senryu: A Simple Guide for All," 
at libraries, and it will help you compose an acceptable poem. 
 In other news, Charlotte was recently interviewed extensively for Quill and Parchment magazine. 
She gave a haiku and senryu workshop for 19 members of Illinois State Poetry Society, and she won Hon-
orable Mentions in two poetry contests, sponsored by Poets & Patrons and Ouachita Life Magazine, respec-
tively. She received two acceptances for her haiku in the "Asahi Haikuist Network," and an acceptance for 
her tanka sequence in "Muses' Gallery."  

Judith Kittredge’s haiku, “Autumn” was chosen by the Japanese Consult General of Tennessee as the 
winning haiku for the Japanese Moon Festival at Cheekwood Botanical Gardens.  

In October, Wilda Morris had a senryu in Brass Bell and a poem in The Weekly Avocet. Presence is pub-
lishing one of her haiku. Wilda and her friend Caroline Johnson led a workshop session on the healing 
power of writing at the Examined Life Conference, sponsored by the University of Iowa Carver School of 
Medicine, and read four of her poems at the participant reading. Even more exciting -- Kelsay Books has 
accepted her full-length poetry manuscript, "The Unapproved Uncle," for publication. 

NEW MEMBERS   

New Members for 2022: Please welcome Maya Bali of Loves Park, IL; Karla Clark of Rockford, IL; Kristin 
Cottrell of Roscoe, IL; Judy Cummings  of Loves Park, IL; Bethamie Montieth of Jefferson, WI; Michael 
Peterson of Genoa, IL;  Stephanie Prchal of Rockford, IL; Martin Vanags of Rockford, IL; Jeanne Vargas 
of Rock Falls, IL. 

And, thanks to those of you who have renewed and continue to support RWG!
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October 16, 2022 RWG Zoom Meeting Notes 

Every RWG Zoom meeting is filled with new information, inspiring discussions, and an educational 
component for all of us attendees. Olivia Diamond, author of many books, engaged us in a lively dis-
cussion about writing.We learned that our passion for language, for words, should drive our creativity. 
Thank you, Olivia! 

      

November 20, 2022 RWG Zoom Meeting 

Zafarul Azam, RWG member and new author, will be our featured artist at our November 20 meeting. Zaf is a 
grandfather, technologist, and freelancer. He holds two master’s degrees from Northwestern University and 
Utah State University, and a bachelor's degree from N.E.D. University. He previously held leadership positions 
at Kobo, HP, Palm, Motorola and AT&T.  

"Crying Is for Women" is his first full-length historical fiction novel. 

December 18, 2022 RWG Zoom Meeting 

RWG member and poet, Gerri Hood, will be our featured artist in December.  Gerri is 52 years old and is the 
mother of 6 children and 15 grandchildren. She advocates for various causes within her community and others 
around the United States.  Gerri and her daughter, Sidney, gave a poetry reading at Rockford’s Black history 
Month event. You can see it here: https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=832727057276514.  
                   

Zoom meeting link: https://zoom.us/j/5670839995?pwd=SEhwL2h0UlBTNkN2OEwyaWlkV0ljZz09
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WHY DON’T YOU JOIN US? 
Think about gifting a friend a membership to RWG — with the promise they’ll be published. 

Rockford Writers’ Guild Board of Directors 

Sally Hewitt President & Editor 
Dr. Blanche Kabengele Vice President  
Cindy Guentherman Treasurer, Social Media Editor  
Hana Ferguson Recording Secretary, Social Media Director 
Gary Lawrence Membership Director  
Tom Walsh Mail Director  

Join the Rockford Writers’ Guild! (Or Renew)  

Membership Levels:  
Adult $35 (1-yr) $65 (2-yr) $95 (3-yr)  
Family or Couple: $50 (1-yr) $90 (2-yr) $$130 (3-yr)  
Youth/Student $15 (1-yr)  
Library $25 (1-yr) Name:________________________________________ 
Address:_____________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 
Email:_______________________________________________________ 
Phone:_______________________________________________________  
Your membership level: _________________________________________ 

Complete form and send (snail mail) check or money order to:  
Rockford Writers’ Guild 
P.O. Box 858 
Rockford, IL 61105                           Or, Join/Renew online at www.rockfordwritersguild.org. 


