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WRITE AWAY 
Rockford Writers’ Guild |  Since 1947

 RWG Zoom Meeting February 26 

Join our Zoom Meeting: Sunday, February 26, 
from 1-3 p.m. Central Time. RWG member, 
writer, and RWG Vice President, Dr. Blanche 
Kabengele, will be our featured artist. See 
more information on page 3.  

Writing prompt: “Spark or Sparks.” 
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ROCKFORD REVIEW YOUTH POETRY 
CONTEST 

Happy news — a longtime family friend gifted 
RWG with another check this year for our youth 
poetry contest. So, our two donors have made it 
possible for RWG to honor young poets with cash 
prizes (and publication). I’ll know the amount 
later this week, and will make an announcement. 

COMMENTARY CORNER   

Be sure to take advantage of our Commentary 
Corner opportunity. If you’d like your prose or 
poetry critiqued by accomplished writers, please 
contact Tom Walsh at crater.rim@gmail.com. 
He’ll gather a writer or writers from our pool of 
experts to help you improve your piece. 

crater.rim@gmail.com

Books Sent This Week! 

Because I was detained by icy roads 
and then snow, I’m a bit late mailing 
The Rockford Review.

OTHER LITERARY JOURNALS 

Dr. Blanche Kabengele suggested I list oth-
er literary journals, in case RWG members 
would like to submit their writing to them. 
My personal favorites among the many 
journals are: The Missouri Review, The 
Georgia Review, Iron Horse, The Sun, Agni, 
Cincinnati Review, Rattle, to name a few. 
But, we hope you’ll submit your writing to 
The Rockford Review, as well. 
       Most journals these days allow simul-
taneous submissions if you indicate this in 
your cover letter. The law of the journals: 
inform the journals you’ve submitted to 
immediately if your poem and/or story was 
accepted elsewhere. 
       Here are a few journal links: 

https://agnionline.bu.edu/poetry/letter/ 

https://www.cincinnatireview.com/ 

https://www.frontierpoetry.com/ 

https://thegeorgiareview.com/ 

https://www.ironhorsereview.com/ 

https://missourireview.com/ 

https://www.rattle.com/ 

https://www.thesunmagazine.org/ 

For a complete listing of literary journals,  
including The Rockford Review, visit: 

 https://www.pw.org/literary_magazines 
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GOOD NEWS about GUILD WRITERS 

To have your literary good news published here and on our Facebook page every month, email  
sally@rockfordwritersguild.org. 

  
Marie Asner, film critic and poet, took second place in the “Short Poetry Challenge" contest, sponsored by 
the Winnetka-Northfield (IL) Public Library District.  

One of Mike Bayles' poems was featured on the January 28 online Issue #530 of The Weekly Avocet. The 
Avocet accepted one of his poems for the spring Issue of its printed magazine. A short story of his and a 
poem were accepted for the Memory Anthology for Writers on the Avenue. He will do a reading on Feb-
ruary 11 at the Wordsmith Bookshoppe in Galesburg, IL. In March, an interview of him will be featured on 
Public Access Television in Muscatine, Iowa. 

In the 2022 League of Minnesota Poets Annual Contest, Maureen Baldwin recently received a first place 
award for her poem, "Oblivious" and a second place for her prose piece, " Goat Milk." She also garnered 
three other awards of lesser significance.  

Charlotte Digregorio of Winnetka, IL, is featured on "Member Spotlight" on the Poets & Patrons website, 
https://www.poetsandpatrons.net/. She was asked ten questions about her life in poetry. The interview also 
includes her bio, her photo, and some photos of her haiku combined with art (the latter called "haiga" in 
Japanese). Her haiga is featured in solo exhibits year 'round at libraries, corporate centers, galleries, and 
park districts, among other venues. In other news, Charlotte features "The Daily Haiku" on her general 
writers' blog, www.charlottedigregorio.wordpress.com. She received 173 haiku submissions in January 
from international poets after posting a call for them. She's the author of "Haiku and Senryu: A Simple 
Guide for All" that is widely available through libraries. 

Dr. Blanche Kabengele read her poems on the themes of peace and justice at an event sponsored by SOS 
ART for Greater Cincinnati Poets on October 8. The event was a rewarding success. Blanche will be our 
featured artist at our February 26 Zoom meeting. 

Judith Kittredge will be our featured artist at our March 19 Zoom meeting. 

Wilda Morris received one first place and two honorable mentions in the recent Illinois State Poetry Socie-
ty contest. Two of her poems have been scheduled for publication on Your Daily Poem, one in the February 
edition of Quill & Parchment and a senryu in February's Failed Haiku. Another of her poems was publis-
hed in January in A Moon of One's Own. She also has a poem on the YouTube video, Ukraine, produced by 
the P2 Collective.

NEW MEMBERS 2023

New Members for 2023: Please welcome Jason Waddle of Sarnia, Ontario. 

NEW MEMBERS 2022   

New Members for 2022: Please welcome Maya Bali of Loves Park, IL; Karla Clark of Rockford, IL; Kristin Cottrell of Roscoe, 
IL;  Judy Cummings  of Loves Park, IL; Chelsea Elting of Roscoe, IL; Leona Hutton of  Toledo, OH; Peter Kabengele of Cincin-
nati, OH; Bethamie Montieth of Jefferson, WI; Michael Peterson of Genoa, IL; Stephanie Prchal of Rockford, IL; JP Rindfleisch 
of Rockford, IL; Jane Richards of Spring Grove, IL; Martin Vanags of Rockford, IL;  Jeanne Vargas of Rock Falls, IL. 

And, thanks to those of you who have renewed and continue to support RWG!
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January 22, 2023 RWG Zoom Meeting Notes 

Every RWG Zoom meeting is filled with new information, inspiring discussions, and an educational 
component for all of us attendees. Marie Asner, RWG member, poet, musician, and film critic, re-
galed us with exotic stories about her experiences as a film critic. We learned her husband is the 
cousin of the late actor, Ed Asner. 

    

 

February 26, 2023 RWG Zoom Meeting 
Dr. Blanche Saffron Kabengele, RWG Vice President, will be our featured artist at our February 
meeting. Blanche holds a Ph.D. in Educational Studies University of Cincinnati. She is the author of 
“Quiet as It’s Kept, Me Too, and Other Poetic Expressions of Life,” and “Conjugal Relationships of 
Africans and African Americans: A Socio-Cultural Analysis.” Her poems have appeared in Eastfork - 
A Journal of the Arts, For a Better World, Verse-Virtual, and W-POESIS. She is retired and lives in 
Cincinnati with her husband Peter. 

March 19, 2023 RWG Zoom Meeting 

Judith Kittredge, RWG member, is an award-winning poet who has lived in twenty cities, six states, 
and three countries. She has a B.A. in psychology and has done graduate work in industrial psycholo-
gy and commercial art. She’ll talk to us about her writing history and process. 

RWG Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/5670839995?pwd=SEhwL2h0UlBTNkN2OEwyaWlkV0ljZz09

https://zoom.us/j/5670839995?pwd=SEhwL2h0UlBTNkN2OEwyaWlkV0ljZz09
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WHY DON’T YOU JOIN US? 
Think about gifting a friend a membership to RWG — with the promise they’ll be published. 

Rockford Writers’ Guild Board of Directors 

Sally Hewitt President & Editor 
Dr. Blanche Kabengele Vice President  
Cindy Guentherman Treasurer, Social Media Editor  
Hana Ferguson Recording Secretary, Social Media Director 
Gary Lawrence Membership Director  
Tom Walsh Mail Director  

Join the Rockford Writers’ Guild! (Or Renew)  

Membership Levels:  
Adult $35 (1-yr) $65 (2-yr) $95 (3-yr)  
Family or Couple: $50 (1-yr) $90 (2-yr) $$130 (3-yr)  
Youth/Student $15 (1-yr)  
Library $25 (1-yr) Name:________________________________________ 
Address:_____________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 
Email:_______________________________________________________ 
Phone:_______________________________________________________  
Your membership level: _________________________________________ 

Complete form and send (snail mail) check or money order to:  
Rockford Writers’ Guild 
P.O. Box 858 
Rockford, IL 61105                           Or, Join/Renew online at www.rockfordwritersguild.org. 


